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Happy New Year! Things have been very busy at West Amwell School since the beginning of
January and your children are back into their school routine. Mrs. Morillo and | are observing quite
frequently these days and we are both impressed with how much your children are learning. The January
Edition of Home & School Connection includes a particularly useful activity corner about using the internet
to complete a web quest using the search engines provided. | encourage you to try this one at home.

We need your support in dealing with an issue that seems to be a growing problem at the
beginning of the school day. We have a large number of children dropped off at school in the morning
unsupervised beginning at about 8:00 am. This is a critical time of day for Mrs. Morillo and | to meet with
teachers and parents, and | don't have staff here so early. We ask that you do not drop off your children
before 8:15 AM which is still a full ten minutes before the bell rings. We also request that you supervise
your children if at all possible as this situation is becoming a safety concern.

There are several other things that | wanted to bring to your attention this month. | wanted you to
know that we recently completed our second successful Code C lockdown drill and that we are receiving
new school safety training. The West Amwell Police have requested that we ask you not to park on
Route 179 for any reason because they fear for our safety. We can park you across the street in the ESC
lot or next door in the Lehigh lot during evening events, and we always have the Police here for big
events. School will be closed on February 15th and 18th for President's Weekend, and report cards will
be sent home next Friday, February 1st. In addition, Random Acts of Kindness Week begins on February
11th so we'll be working with the children as part of our Character Counts Guidance Program.

Governor Corzine will be holding his Hunterdon County Town Meeting to discuss the proposed
budget including school funding on Thursday, February 21st at Hunterdon Central High School from 7-9
PM. He is holding a meeting in every county to address issues and concerns. You are all aware that
New Jersey is trying to force consolidation of small districts like ours, so it may be worth your while to
attend this important meeting.

West Amwell Township Elementary is an excellent school because of your support, our fine
teaching staff, an extraordinarily supportive School Board that works hard to keep your taxes down while
allowing us to provide an excellent environment for your children. January is School Board Recognition
Month so | am asking you to thank any Board members that you know on behalf of your children. Serving
on the Board is a time consuming, and at times thankless task so | am sure that they would appreciate
kind words from our parents.

Thanks for all you do for your children and our school.
Sincerely,

Todd A. Fay, D. Ed.
Superintendent






